Ken & Gloria Smucker

To all who have loved The Neighbor:
thank you for the van. God has set the
solitary in families. You have been the
hand of God extended.

Avery Cate Hottmann

Greg and Patty Hottmann welcomed
their 2nd grandchild into the world
on October 7. Baby Avery Cate
weighed in at 6 Ibs, 14 oz. and was
19” long. Parents are Mathew and
Caroline Hottmann.

Greg Harless
Son of Willie Harless
October 3
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Sunday, November 9, Pastor Gregg will lead another
Library-sponsored book discussion, open to everyone, in
the Mountain Perk Café. We'll start at 7 PM, but come
early to get a seat! You may purchase the book in our
library for $8.50. If you are interested in hearing the
author himself talk about his book, William (Paul) Young
has a local speaking engagement schedule posted at
www.windrumors.com.

THE
SHACK

WILLIAM P. YOUNG

On Sunday, November 30, there will be a Family Celebration Brunch at
11 AM in the Family Center. Please note there will only be one service, at
9:30 AM that Sunday. 1st through 6th graders are encouraged to join
their parents in the first service. Sunday School classes will be open for
nursery through 5-year olds.
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Election Day
Tuesday, November 4
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My wife, Celia, and | have been praying for a long
time to find a place where we could minister, heal
and grow in the Lord. MPC has afforded us this
' opportunity through my hiring as Pastor of Worship
and Adult Ministries. For this we are grateful, both to
our awesome God and MPC.

| So, who is Steve West? | wish | could give you the
full scoop but God is still writing my story, so I'm
able to report only what | know thus far. One thing is
for certain. | have always loved music. | remember singing the chorus
“Amen” with my sisters in the back seat of our family car at about 8 years
of age and accidentally landing on my first official harmony. | instantly be-
gan to love the way music could potentially fit together, my ears perking
up at the sound of all things harmonic.

My love for music, however, was second only to my intense shyness,
which kept my little personal symphonies on the inside of me rather than
displaying them on the outside. It remained dormant until | began attending
Judson Baptist College in 1980. Being somewhat of a perfectionist and
competitor, |1 observed other people my age who were braver than me
and eagerly using their gifts and talents for the Lord. | knew | had to
surrender my self-consciousness and start exploring the gifts God had
given me.

Daylight Savings ends Sunday, November Zjowly God began bringing this gift of music in me to the surface; first
Don't forget to turn your

clocks back 1 hour
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The MPC Offices and Facilities

will be closed
November 27 & 28
in observance of
Thanksgiving

through singing (well, technically playing the trumpet in the 6" grade
revealed the first glimpse), then through piano and guitar playing, which
ultimately provided the pathway for penning many songs of reflection,
praise and adoration to the Lord, along with a few just-for-fun songs that
never quite made it to the public ear. In the genesis of this journey, | saw
it as more of a music competition than something God wanted to use in
me... who could learn how to play the guitar first?... who could sing with
the most “flair’?, or write the best song? Eventually, | started to get “it”
and began seeing music as an expression of God living through me, as
opposed to a competition to be won.

From 1980 (in college) to 2008 (at MPC), I've had the privilege of writing
over 60 songs, producing and playing on over ten professional recording
projects, traveling with several music ensembles and bands (including
a trumpet trio), and playing at weddings, funerals, churches, and nursing
homes. | also had the honor of sitting down to dinner with the hottest gos-
pel recording group of the 1980’s... The Imperials. Talk about an
impetus to get my musical lifeblood flowing.

My formal musical training consists of playing trumpet in the school band from
continued on page 5
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Kathleen is one of MPC’s charter members from the inception of the church in
1972. She and her husband, Bob, had only recently relocated to Oregon from
California with their two small children, Becky and Erik. They temporarily moved in
with her parents, Ned & Sally Taylor, who were serving on the Deacon’s Board at
Portland’s First Baptist Church. MPC was a church plant from this parent church
and Kathleen has been here from day one!

Kathleen was raised in a Christian home, primarily influenced by her mother’s faith,
as her father was away for weeks at a time with the Merchant Marine. She ac-
cepted Jesus as her Lord and Savior at the age of 12, and was baptized at the
First Baptist Church in Alameda, CA. Math was her favorite subject in high school,
so she was surprised when, as a junior, she felt led to go into full time Christian
service. She graduated from Linfield College with a BA in Speech and English,
and then attended the American Baptist Seminary in Berkley, CA in 1961. She re-
ceived a Master of Religious Education degree and served as Youth Director at Alameda First Baptist while
she was in school, and later at Shoreview Baptist in San Mateo. In 1965, she met her husband, Bob. He
needed to finish school, so Kathleen moved full time into a business career in accounting. Daughter Becky
was born in 1968, and son, Erik, in 1970. Once Bob finished school and started his career, they moved to
Oregon in 1971, where Kathleen was a stay at home mom for four years. Her volunteer work continued
here, when parents formed a Co-op Preschool, hired a teacher, and then rotated serving as classroom help-
ers.

Unfortunately, she and Bob divorced in 1976. She started work at the Lake Oswego School District that
same year, first as a part time teacher aide then full time as a bookkeeper for the District in 1978. She was
involved in payroll and benefits, budgets and negotiations. For five years, she served as chaplain for the
Oregon School Employees’ Association, traveling throughout the state, where she led them in prayer at
monthly meetings. She also served as advisor (non-teacher) and traveled on weekends with the State
Board of Education for three years and served on committees for them.

In her 37 years here at Mountain Park Church, Kathleen has served in many different ministries. In the early
years, she was an alto in the choir, serving as the first music librarian. She helped with Vacation
Bible School and taught Sunday School for years. Currently she is involved in Women’s Ministry, Awana and
Forever Young. She is the treasurer for the Women’s Ministry Team, so handles the finances for all the
many women'’s events. She is Secretary/Treasurer for the five Awana Clubs, after serving for three years as a
leader, and five years as director of T&T, (the 3™ to 5" graders.) She is on the planning committee for Forever
Young, and handles the money for all their luncheons, day trips and retreats. In fact, once she retired from the
LOSD in 2003, she worked in the MPC office for 2 ¥z years, as a transitional part-time bookkeeper.

Kathleen had hip replacement surgery July 30, but it didn’'t keep her down for long. Her son, Erik is
planning a June wedding in Costa Rica, so she just got her first passport! She’s still hoping to travel
the world.

MPC is her family. She loves the people and the pastor is phenomenal! In her opinion, Pastor Gregg is a
great teacher and spiritual leader. She is highly impressed with Pastor Chris and the resurgence and fire she
sees happening in the Youth Group. And she looks forward to great things from new Associate Pastor
Steve West. Her advice to us all? “Find a need and fill it!” Kathleen is an inspiration to us all!

As is our usual custom, the church will be sending Christmas letters to each of our supported missionaries.
The missions committee will have a table set up in the lobby on November 23, November 30, and December 7
with cards ready for your encouraging note. Please stop by and write a brief greeting to one or more our
missionaries serving on our behalf around the world.
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Again this Christmas, many organizations like Agros, Samaritan’s Purse and World Vision provide us an op-
portunity to make a difference in a poor family’s life by giving them vital things like a farm animal, a clean
water filter, etc. in the name of a loved one. Instead of adding to the collection of things a friend has
consider giving a gift to someone in a place like El Salvador, who struggles to even find enough to eat. Your
friend gets a picture and a note saying what a wonderful person they are for giving their present to
someone who really needs it! Pick up an alternative gift catalog at the Missions table starting November 23.
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The Missions Committee has added another couple to our growing list of MPC fam-
ily missionaries. David and Jennifer Williamson, from Spangle, Washington, have been
appointed by Greater Europe Mission to serve as long-term missionaries in France.
Their focus will be to reach out with Christ’s love to as many people as possible, to
work with existing churches to help them reach their communities for
Jesus, and plant new churches. They are currently raising their support, anticipating
deployment by the fall of 2009. Jennifer is the daughter of long-time MPC
members, Burris and Barbara Dennis.

Love INC needs your support as we prepare for our fourth annual Harvest of
Harmony Dinner and Auction on Thursday, November 13, 2008. Please consider
being a Corporate Sponsor to help underwrite this event. Your generous financial
support will help Love INC provide critical services to the growing number of poor
and needy. Individual tickets are $50 or you can “purchase” a table for a group of
people for $400. If you would like more information about our ministry, visit our web-
site at www.clackamasloveinc.org. Mary Nelson, a board member, would like the
opportunity to talk with you (971-226-9338, or maryenelson@verizon.net)
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Love INC has an ongoing need for cleaning supplies. The donation barrel will be in the lobby until Sun-
day, November 2. Suggested items include detergent (dishwasher and laundry), fabric softener,
sponges, mops, brooms, cleansers, liquid soaps, etc. Anything you can give, no matter how big or
small, will be greatly appreciated.
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THE AUGUST ANNOUNCEMENT: Awana registration, ages 3 — 18.
THE REALIZATION: Our grandson, Theo, is already old enough to attend Awana this year.
THE RESULT: On Thursday evenings, Theo participates in Cubbies and | lead a handbook group for Sparks.

By Elaine Grose

Though | had heard of the Awana program for 20 years, I'm getting my first up-close look at Awana this
fall, both as a leader and as a (grand)parent. Our director, Cynthia Kenyon, asked me to share some of
my observations.

First, Awana is definitely a partnership between home and church. For kids to learn the Bible truths and
verses presented in their handbooks, they need time at home for explanation, memorization, and review.
Most effective, I'm finding, especially with younger children, is an ongoing conversation about the topics and
verses in the handbook. In this way, parents reinforce what kids are learning in club and enable them to be
successful in completing their handbook assignments. Conversely, preparation for Awana gives parents the
extra prod — and the content — for living out the words of Deuteronomy 6:7, to impress God’s words on our
children, talking about them when we sit at home, when we walk (or drive!) along the road, when we lie
down and when we get up.

Second, the Bible teaching and verses that comprise the Awana curriculum help kids look at life the way
God does. During the very first nights at Cubbies, kids learn that God made our world, that all He made was
at first very good; that, starting with the first man and woman, all have sinned, yet God loved us and sent his
Son to die on the cross for us. The fact that Jesus died on the cross hit our 3-year-old grandson with such
impact that, the next weekend, he took his children’s Bible to Sunday School so he could share with his
class the story that Jesus died and came alive again. At this point Romans 5:8 is his favorite verse, even
quoted spontaneously while we were waiting for a prescription at Albertson’s! What kids are learning at
Awana lifts their eyes beyond the world of toys, school, and sports to understand God’s purposes for us and
for his world.

Third, the broad Biblical framework provided through Awana provides a foundation for understanding all of the
Bible. Because God's big purposes are made clear, kids have a context in which to fit Bible stories and teaching.
We often teach and read Bible stories as if they were meant to stand alone. However, when kids have begun to
see the big picture, we can more easily link Bible stories to their context and to God’s overall plan.

It's that time of the year again when yuletide sounds ring in the air. Handbell
choir practice will start Sunday, November 9 and will continue every
Sunday until Christmas services. The handbell choir is open to 5th graders
through adults. The ability to read music is not a requirement. Rehearsals
will be from 12 to 1 PM in Room 22. Please see Shirley Kanada if you are
interested in being a part of this MPC holiday tradition.

Come MERGE your faith with the practice of worship by singing songs to God,
creating art work that glorifies God, lighting candles, talking with friends and
drinking coffee. MERGE is led by the Youth but designed for all generation. The
event will run from 7:30 to 8:30 PM in the Worship Center.
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Saturday, Nov. 1
Awana Grand Prix Car Workshop, 1-
3:30 PM, FCFS

Thursday, Nov. 6
Awana, 6:30 PM, Rivergate Canned
Food Drive Kick-off

Saturday, Nov. 8
Awana Grand Prix Car Workshop,
9:30 AM - 12 PM, Rm. 20

Thursday, Nov. 13

On a golden October Sunday morning an earnest little face with a
beaming gap toothed smile thrust a blazing bouquet of hand gathered
leaves into my hands, the gift of a cheerful heart, an eager spirit, and a
brilliantly festooned front yard. We have spent the month of October
studying the Fruits of the Spirit, and the kindness of the gatherer, the
patience with which those uniquely veined and colored leaves were dried
and treasured have reminded us how wonderful it is to "trust in the Lord
and do good" as Psalm 37 directs us to do. Now, with Thanksgiving just
around the corner it is time for us to live and walk by the Spirit and give
back to those less fortunate than ourselves. Please join the efforts of
Children's Ministries as we partner with the Awana program to fill the
pantry of Rivergate Church for three weeks from November 6th-
Awana, 6:30 PM, bring canned food  November 20th. A barrel to collect warm, high protein, and nutritious food
Saturday, Nov. 15 (preferably with snap top lids) will be in the lobby for only two Sundays,
Awana Grand Prix Car Workshop, 1- November 9th and November 16th. Pastor Carren will visit Awana,
3:30 PM, Rm. 20 Thursday night, November 6th to talk about the joys and challenges of
Set up Grand Prix Track & Test serving our sister church during this time when trusting in the Lord's
Runs, 2 PM - 6 PM, Gym provision is a struggle for growing numbers in the North Portland
Sunday, Nov. 16 community she shepherds. Please stay tuned for a boys vs. girls
MPC Grand Prix Event, collection challenge back in the Children's wing in the days to come.

1 PM-3PM, Gym
Tuesday, Nov. 18

Upward Basketball Evaluations,
6 — 8 PM, Gym
Thursday, Nov. 20

Awana, 6:30 PM, Count Your
Blessings, bring canned food

Saturday, Nov. 22
Awana Ketchup Klinic,
11 AM -3 PM, FCFS

Are you looking for a family activity to share in together while making new
friends and enjoying the fellowship of your church family? Look no further
than the MPC Grand Prix which will be held this year for the first time in
November, Sunday the sixteenth to be exact. Information sheets are
available at Awana, in the church office, and in the Children's wing along
with a display of past high octane winners from previous racing seasons.
Lunch will be followed by races according to age groups, and competition
for the trophies, ribbons, and titles is fierce! No prior experience is
necessary, and clinics with the tools needed to turn your block of wood
into a lean, mean, racing machine are being offered on the first three
Saturdays in November!

As we move forward into Autumn, | have to thank the faithful supporters
and encouragers who have joined Children's Ministries in the new roles of
Welcome/Check In/Security Advisors and Group Prayer Partners for and
with our children. 1 am thankful for the invaluable support of Cheryl
McDonald and Anne Sandoval, who together meet, greet, and direct the
flow of high energy traffic on Sunday mornings while Paula Kalmeta and
Anne Campbell join us prior to both services to lead us in prayer, praise,
and the counting of our myriad blessings. These gals add
new dimensions to our mornings and are vibrant examples of the Fruits of
the Spirit gathering an abundant harvest among us. An interesting bit of
trivia is that all together these wonderful ladies have been serving
our church family here at MPC for more than a half century, 52 years to
be exact!

Counting my own overflowing blessings and delighting in all of you!
Mary Adams
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Gift cards (scrip) are available to purchase every month. You may purchase them the last Sunday
of the month, the last Tuesday of the month and the first Sunday of every month.

Gift cards (scrip) do not expire. They are exactly like any other gift card. You don’t have to use
them up immediately, but they can be spent at any time.

It costs you nothing more to purchase gift cards (scrip) but Women’s Ministries receives a
percentage when you buy them. The percentages vary, but they range is from 4% to 43%.

There are six major participating grocery stores, 14 major retail/department stores, including Nike,
Macy's and REI, five major automotive shops/car washes, 41 restaurants, and 31 specialty stores,
including Community Newspapers, paint stores, theaters, book stores and many, many more.

If you have any questions contact Barb Gabler at 503 636-0285. To purchase gift cards, come to the lobby
the last Sunday of the month, last Tuesday of the month or the first Sunday of the month.
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Bunco is back! This newly formed group for women who attend worship “solo”
is having another fun-filled morning! Join us on Saturday, November 1, from
10:00 a.m. to noon in the Family Center Fireside Room.

We'll spend the morning playing Bunco (a simple, fun dice game) and end
with an autumn meal of soup and salad. Please bring a salad and we will provide the soup. Also, bring
your ideas for future gatherings. Invite your friends who also “fly solo.” We would enjoy getting
acquainted with them. Contact Gloria Bremner at 503-635-3319 to let her know you will be coming.
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A lovely Christmas event is being planned for you, your friends and loved
ones by our Women’s Ministry Team for Saturday, December 6, from 9:30
to 11:30 a.m. The doors will open at 9:00 a.m. Enjoy a morning of beautiful
music by members of the local ensemble, Novum Chamber Singers (http:/
www.novumchambersingers.org/evt.htm), and light hearted inspiration by
Sarah Baldwin, Campus Pastor from George Fox University. A delicious
brunch, catered by “A Simple Elegance” will cap off the morning.

Tickets are $12 per person and will be available in the church lobby,
Sunday November 16, 23, and 30. For additional ticket information,
contact Karen Cowden at 503-590-7581. Complimentary childcare will be
available with advance reservations only.

the 6" through the 11™ grade, and all of a 3 hour guitar lesson with Dennis Mertens, former guitar player for An-
drea Crouch and The Disciples (another “cutting edge” gospel musical group of the 70’s and 80’s). Informally, |
s p e n t c o u =n t | e s s h o u r s
playing guitar with friends, as well as playing guitar and piano along with record albums (remember those?) of my
favorite groups. The experience that most prepared me, however, for this position were the six years | led worship
at Lake Bible Church. The worship leader at that time saw my potential and invited me to start leading worship for
the Sunday evening services. Later, when he resigned, | became the interim worship leader, and eventually the
Associate Pastor of Worship. It was through that position that | began to discover and develop many of the artistic
techniques that mark my worship leading today. God was developing and refining the raw materials He had
placed in me, ultimately for the purpose of His glory!

In 2002, | was sadly forced to resign that position due to personal sin. The years that followed were
desperately spiritually empty, resulting in a period of musical deprivation. What | found out in this unprecedented
time of pain and silence is that God’s grace is equal to God’s justice. | spent months, if not years, acting as though
the self-loathing over my sin would placate God into forgiving and accepting me; yet, this very motif ironically
served only as a cruel wedge between me and God, as self-loathing basically amounts to sin and is completely
incongruent with the concept of being an image bearer of Jesus Christ, albeit a flawed one. When I finally figured
this out, the words of David’s 40" Psalm began to resound unremittingly. God literally “lifted me out of the pit, out
of the mud and mire; He set my feet on a rock and gave me a firm place to stand. He put a new song in my
mouth, a hymn of praise to our God. Many will see and fear and put their trust in the Lord".

What a passage into the year 2008 where Steve West and Mountain Park Church meet. God “set my feet on the
rock” of Him, and has given me “a firm place to stand” in His body at MPC. It is here where | will give God my
best, which | can do by giving you my best. My vision for the worship is the same as God’s... to make sure that
He receives all the glory. It actually matures us to give Him glory, which then becomes a catalyst to fulfill the great
commission of building up others in Christ.

While everything we do in a worship service has the potential of bringing glory to God, we can also worship Him
daily, if not continually, by using the gifts and uniqueness He’s provided each one of us with even before time be-
gan and before we were conceived. Further, by noticing all of the little things that shout “GOD” throughout our uni-
verse... like the uncanny variety, textures and colors of the leaves in fall, or the pleasure of a deep conversation
with a close friend, we can bring Him great amounts of glory, for He loves our praise! In conclusion, please know
this... that the little 8 year old boy who fervently hunted for the harmony in the back seat of his father’'s 1971 Cadil-
lac Seville hunts for the Lord’s best at MPC today. So again, thank you Mountain Park Church! Next time | will
hopefully give you a glimpse into the other side of Steve West, the counselor and burgeoning pastor of adult min-
istries.
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Bring your servant’s heart and your favorite black and whites to the annual Women’s Christmas Brunch on
Saturday morning December 6. Whether it is your first time to help serve at our brunch or you are a
committed “regular” we need your help. You'll be joining the team of cheerful food servers, ushers, and park-
ing attendants. You can sign up in the church lobby on any of the registration days.
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Men, join us at Cannon Beach Conference Center this year for a boost of monumental proportions. A look at
Men’s Fraternity will begin the process of understanding and experiencing biblical manhood. Don’t miss the
usual food, fun, and fellowship with music and session facilitation by our own Steve West. See the sign up
table in the lobby beginning Sunday, November 2. The dates of the retreat are November 21-23. cost of reg-
istration is $145. Some scholarships will be available.



