
CLAP YOUR HANDS  

ñClap your hands, all you nations; shout to God with 
cries of joyé Sing praises to God, sing praises; sing 
praises to our King, sing praisesò (excerpts from 
Psalm 47). These are pretty emphatic statements, 
strong encouragements from the Psalmist to praise the 
Lord with our hands and with our voices. Elsewhere in 
Psalm 47 it states, ñGod has ascended amid shouts of 
joy, the Lord amid the sounding of the trumpets.ò So now 

we can add along with hands and voices, ñshouts of joyò and ñtrumpets.ò If 
we expand our search, there are many other scriptures that refer to ways 
in which we are encouraged to worship our Lord (e.g., Ps. 95:6 ñbowing 
down,ò ñkneeling,ò etc.)é. the point being:  WORSHIP GOD, and worship 
him with all your being, and with instruments, and with singingé!!! 

Praise is actually a duty in which we ought to be frequent and abundant, but 
with this needful recommendation: Sing praise to the Lord with understanding. 
Worship is not like a rock concert where weôre emotionally ñtaken awayò by 
the music (although emotions can certainly be a part of worship), mindlessly 
mesmerized by the melodies, fame, and glory of the artist we happen to 
be listening to. Rather, it is a purposeful act we can engage in at any 
time when mindful of our great God, who He is, and what Heôs done.  
Psalm 47 is a porthole to the purpose: 

ñHow awesome is the Lord Most High, the great King over all the earth! 
He subdued nations under us, peoples under our feet. He chose our inheritance for usé For God is the King of 
all the earth; God reigns over the nations; God is seated on his holy throne.  The noble of the nations assemble 
as the people of the God of Abraham, for the kings of the earth belong to God; he is greatly exalted.ò  

It has been stated of this Psalm: ñthe Psalmist exhorts not only the Israelites, but also all nations, to worship the 
only true God. It chiefly magnifies the favor which, according to the state of things at that time, God had 
graciously vouchsafed to the offspring of Abraham; and salvation to the whole world was to proceed from 
this source. It however contains, at the same time, a prophecy of the future kingdom of Christ. It teaches 
that the glory which then shone under the figure of the material sanctuary will diffuse its splendor far and 
wide; when God himself will cause the beams of his grace to shine into distant lands, that kings and nations 
may be united into fellowship with the children of Abraham.ò (John Calvin Commentary) 

Wow!  What a great purpose for praise. Every day is an opportunity to reflect on these thingsé and every 
Sunday we have an opportunity to praise Him corporately with our hands and voices and instruments. Holy 
week is upon usé the King has come (Palm Sunday), the King is crucified (Good Friday), the King is risen 
(Easter Sunday)é ALL is fulfilled and will be fulfilled when Jesus comes back for His own. When you 
are overwhelmed by the greatness of our King Jesus, whether at home, on the road, or in one of our worship 
services through song, or through the sounding of instruments, or through testimony or through the preaching of 
the Word, do not hesitate to worship Him with purpose, and with all that is within you. Let the Psalmist remind 
you in his own words: ñClap your hands, all you nations, shout to God with cries of joyé and sing praises to 
our King, sing praises!ò  ~ Pastor Steve West 
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MPC Office and facilities  
will close at 12 noon  

on Friday, April 2  
in observance of  

Good Friday  
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MIKE & JEWEL TURINSK Y:  

NEW ZEALAND YOUNG LI FE 

Once upon a time there was a teenage boy who was involved in 
the Youth Program at Mountain Park Church. This young 
manôs name was Mike Turinsky, and his life was powerfully 
touched by God. 

It was years later - after he was married to a young woman 
named Jewel - who, in fact is a jewel, that the couple felt drawn 
to work with New Zealandôs teenagers. This was an example 
of how Godôs plan of redemption travels from one person to the 
next, and from one generation to the next. Mike and Jewel have 

served with Young Life in New Zealand for the last several years, and Mountain Park has had the 
privilege of being a financial and prayer partner. 

As the director for Young Life in New Zealand, Mike - and Jewel - has/have been instrumental in establishing 
clubs in the local high schools. Their years have been blessed by the partnership of local churches, by the 
open doors of the public school campuses, and of course by Godôs leading. A recent example of an 
outreach program was a New Yearôs camp designed primarily for unchurched/disinterested kids. There 
were 130 kids in the camp. More importantly, there were 20 kids who accepted Christ into their lives. The 
list of all the ongoing work with kids is indeed long and very encouraging. 

Just as in Lake Oswego, Young Life has had to earn the right to be considered a partner with the local 
churches, and also to be trusted by the public schools. Mike and his club leaders are invited not only onto 
the campuses, but also are used as a resource for troubled kids. The Young Life credibility has even 
resulted in the leaders being invited by the high schools to help chaperone the orientation week-long camp 
for all incoming students. 

Mike and Jewel have two little boys who also live the ñYoung Life.ò You can pray for the Turinskys in 
the following ways. Ask that God would protect their family, and that there would be additional  financial 
support so that they do not have to have anxiety about living expenses as the economy impacts their support. 
And we can also pray that the ongoing health problems which Jewel experiences would be adequately 
diagnosed and treated. Severe migraine headaches take a huge toll on her energy and sense of well-being. Of 
course the desire of her heart is that she be physically able to care for her little boys, and support Mike - as 
well as all the tending and nurturing she gives to troubled girls. 

The greatest part of our ñstoryò is that there are currently teenagers in Mikeôs youth program who will some 
day point back to their time in the Turinsky Young Life ministry as the time they were powerfully 
touched by God. 

M ISSION  N EWS  

L OVE  INC  

NEW OPPORTUNITY!  

Love INC is exploring the possibility of offering job counseling on the east side of the river. A partner church 
on the west side has been running one since 1994 and is willing to help get this up and running. Do you 
have knowledge to share in resume writing, interviewing, etc.? Please join us for some brainstorming and 
lively conversation on Tuesday, April 13, 6:30 PM at Zion Lutheran Church, 720 Jefferson St. in Oregon 
City. The need is great.  Hope to see you there. 


